                 

                           BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORICAL PICTURE POSTCARDS

                          A GUIDE TO THE PUBLISHERS COMPILED BY RON SOUCH

                                         UPDATE NUMBER ONE - SEPTEMBER 2013

                                                    PART ONE - INTRODUCTION

      This is a four page update presented in four parts. 
Part One is this introduction which includes notes about postcard production quantities. 
Part Two consists of twenty-one additional publishers presented in the same way as those previously listed. Part Three consists of revisions to the information on twenty-one of the originally listed publishers. 
Part Four consists of changes to Appendix One, including the addition of contributing printers.

Production Quantities and Rarity:
       With few exceptions, there are no production records by the publishers of historical postcards, but there are postal records that provide a little perspective to the total quantities of postcards produced. For example in 1910 alone, near the peak of what is called the golden age of postcards, over 2.7 million were mailed in British Columbia. It is probably reasonable to assume that at least that many were produced but were not mailed. Millions of historical postcards of B.C. must have been destroyed over the years. Some continue to be destroyed today while others reach the market and expand our knowledge of what was once produced. Looking at the numbered series by major publishers is another aid in estimating quantities, but it does not help for smaller publishers. The guide includes small publishers with statements like “one card noted” or “a few published”.  There are probably many more originally produced by those publishers. The estimate of a total of 20,000 different historical postcards of B.C. that was in the first edition of the guide may be close to the number of different views that have survived, but it is presently considered to be too low of an estimate for the total number of cards originally produced. 

                              
                                               PART TWO - ADDITIONAL PUBLISHERS

BARKER, ERNEST E., DRUGGIST               Vancouver, B.C.                                                 Circa 1910
      Ernest Baker, Druggist was listed from 1908 to 1911 when he took on a partner. There is at least one card of Vancouver under his name. Noted is an unlabelled real photo with a space on the front for labelling.

CANADIAN FINE ART CO.                            Toronto, Ontario                                                 Circa 1910                                       
     This company’s name has been noted on a couple of real photo cards of Glacier National Park.

CROSBY & BISSELL                                        Vancouver, B.C.                                                Circa 1920
     Robert Crosby was a printer. Bissell is listed as a partner in 1920. They published postcards and a halftone card containing a number 41 has been noted.  

FILMERS LTD.                                                   Nanaimo, B.C.                                                  Circa 1940
     Filmers were well established stationers and printers in Nanaimo for many years. The postcards noted with their name are all collotypes of Nanaimo, circa 1940.

FORT GEORGE PHOTO CO.                             Fort George, B.C.                                             Circa 1914                        
     The owner of this company has not yet been established. Its cards have a different appearance to those of other known photographers of the area at the time. 







                       PART TWO - ADDITIONAL PUBLISHERS  ( continued )

GILBERT STANLEY NEWS DEPOT                  Nelson, B.C.                                                   Circa 1915
     This is believed to be a fairly short-lived company. E. Stanley is listed as manager of the Nelson News Depot for several years after. The company had its name on at least one real photo card of Nelson. 

JUDGE, S.P.                                                           Vancouver, B.C.                                            Circa 1915
     S.P. Judge was an artist and designer 1912 to 17. He made at least one artist drawn card of Vancouver.
      
KARSTEN & CO.                                                  Vancouver, B.C.                                            Circa 1915
     This was apparently a very short-lived company in Vancouver; probably owned by Max Karsten who had been employed by the European Import Co. His cards noted are views of the Indian River Park area.

LA BELLE STATIONERY CO.                            Vancouver, B.C.                                            Circa 1910
      John Labelle owned this stationery company listed in Vancouver for only two years. At least one sepia printed card of Vancouver was published by his company. 

LEWIS, A.H., GENERAL MERCHANT              Chemainus, B.C.                                            Circa 1907
     This company’s name has been noted on printed cards of the Chemainus area. The name Lewis has also been noted on a real photo card of a ship about 1920. There may be a relationship.

NOBLE                                                                   Banff, Alberta                                                Circa 1930 
     George Noble was a prolific photographer in Alberta. He started in 1909 and retired in 1957. The locations of his views are not always identified on his cards, but at least one real photo card has been identified as a view in eastern B.C. It seems probably that many others exist. The date is very approximate.

PHOTO SPECIALTY CO. LTD.                              Streetsville, Ont.                                          Circa 1910
      This photo shop produced many landscape photographs mostly of Ontario. They also published cards, and postcards of Rossland and Vancouver Island have been noted.

SANDERSON, C.& E.                                              Sooke, B.C.                                                 Circa 1910
     This local company’s name appears on a few printed cards of the Sooke area of Vancouver Island.

THE TECHNICAL PRESS LTD.                              Vancouver, B.C.                                          1913 - 14 
      The Technical Press was a printing and publishing company which was located in the World Building on West Hastings St. when it published halftone cards. Some of Powell River have been noted;  a couple of them from photographs by local photographer W.J. Ellis.

THORNTON BROS.                                                  Ucluelet, B.C.                                              1911 - 12
      There were three brothers Wilfred, Edgar and Richard who owned a fruit farm. Wiflred also had other interest and he is believed to be the part-time photographer who made some cards of the west coast of V.I.  

TIMMS, ART                                                              Vancouver, B.C.                                       Circa 1905
       Art Timms was a brother of Carl and Philip Timms. He was the original owner of the Art Emporium He published at least one real photo card of Vancouver under his own name.

TIMMS, CARL                                                             Vancouver, B.C.                                      1910 - 30
      Carl Timms was the brother of Art and Philip Timms. He also took photographs, and he is included because cards of the west coast are noted with his stamp; however, he may have just collected photography. 






                               PART TWO - ADDITIONAL PUBLISHERS  ( continued )

VPC                                                                            Abbotsford, B.C.                                     Circa 1930
      Valley Photo Service published real photo cards of the Fraser Valley identified by the initials VPC.
 
WAND STUDIO                                                        Vancouver, B.C.                                              1936
      Wand’s Photo Studio was managed by Cecil B. Wand in 1936 when at least one real photo card of Vancouver was produced..

WILSHIRE & LAHT                                                  Powell River, B.C.                                  Circa 1920
      This partnership produced real photo cards of Powell River. Numbers to 10 have been noted.

Y.M.C.A., Western Division                                       Vancouver, B.C.                                      Circa 1918
     The Y.M.C.A., War Service Department, Western Division published a few b/w halftone printed cards showing its building in Hastings Park in Vancouver.



                                      PART THREE - REVISIONS TO LISTED PUBLISHERS

ART EMPORIUM - Change the second sentence to read. “The store was established by Art Timms, but the very large majority of its postcards were real photo cards of Vancouver and vicinity produced from the photographs taken by his brother Philip Timms. Philip was a partner in the store for about two years until he established his own shop in 1906.”

BRIGDENS - Change locations to read “Montreal, Toronto and Winnipeg” and change last sentence to read “Noted are collotype cards of eastern B.C.”, and Okanagan real photos by the Winnipeg Branch.   

CHAPMAN, HOWARD - Change reference to read “The Historical Picture Postcards Published by J.H.A. Chapman. A New Listing Made in 2011 by B.R. Souch”

CROSS, A.E. - Change the dates to read “1912 - 14”.

ELLIS - Change the second sentence to read “His postcards noted are all real photos of areas in and around Ocean Falls, Powell River and Vancouver.” 

FIERHELLER BROS. - Change the third sentence to read “In 1916 Reginald joined the army and Frank continued to photograph on his own again; but only part time after 1920.” 

FOGG PHOTO - Change the dates to read “1932 - 1950 +”; and delete the second sentence.

GOWEN, SUTTON CO. LTD. - Change the last sentence to read “The printed cards noted are relatively few in number. There are coloured views of southwest B.C., circa 1920, printed in Germany; coloured views of the Butchart Gardens, circa 1940, printed in England; and mountain views printed in England.” 
Change second reference to “Picture Postcards Published by the Gowen, Sutton Publishing Co. 2nd Edition”

HELMSING - Change dates to read “1910 - 14”. 

HIBBEN, T.N. & CO. - Change reference to read “The Historical Picture Postcards Published by T.N. Hibben. A New Listing Made in 2011 by B.R. Souch.”






                     PART THREE - REVISIONS TO LISTED PUBLISHERS  ( continued ) 

HUGHES of Trail and Vancouver, add Edgewood to locations, and change the dates to read “1915 - 35”.

HUGHES BROS. or HUGHES STUDIO - Change the first two sentences to read. “Robert J. Hughes and Leslie C. Hughes were both photographers who worked together for about ten years from 1924 to the early 1930s when Robert left Nelson. Directories indicate that cards labelled Hughes Bros. are probably from the late 1920s; and cards labelled Hughes Studio, Trail are likely from later photographs by Leslie Hughes.”   

IMPORTEX CO. - Change the labelled card on the opposite page from the upper card to the lower one.

INTERNATIONAL POST CARD CO. - Change the labelled card on the opposite page to the upper one.

MacFARLANE, W.G. - Change upper labelled card on opposite page to read “W.G. MacFARLANE

PACIFIC NOVELTY CO. - Change dates to read “1910 - 15”, and add reference “Historical Picture Postcards of B.C. Published by Pacific Novelty Co. and Pacific Publishing Co. Compiled by B.R. Souch”

PACIFIC PUBLISHING CO. - Change dates to read “1910 - 15”, and add reference “Historical Picture Postcards of B.C. Published by Pacific Novelty Co. and Pacific Publishing Co. Compiled by B.R. Souch”

ROWLSTONE PHOTO - Change Henry Hindemarsh to read “Henry Hindmarsh”

RUSSELL PHOTO - Change dates to read “1919 - 39”; and change end of first sentence to read “1939”. 

STAR STUDIO -  Replace the end of the first sentence after cards with a second sentence to read “Most of their cards show portraits of people including many of soldiers.”

TIMMS CARDS - Change dates to read “1904 - 50”; and add third reference “Historical Picture Postcards Photographed and Published by Philip Timms. A Listing Made in 2011 by B.R. Souch”

                                                      
     PART FOUR  -  REVISIONS TO APPENDIX ONE , CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS

CALLOWAY, W.R. - Change to read “CALLAWAY, W.R.”
LEWIS STUDIO - Change to read “LOUIS STUDIO”
LYMBERY, ARTHUR - Provided Gray Creek photos to Gowen, Sutton Co. from about 1933 to 1950.
OLDENWALD, F.B. - Change to read “ODENWALD, F.B.”
MacFARLANE, C.H. - A real photo card of Eburne has been noted by this drug store owner.
ROUKE - Real photo cards of Hosmer have been noted inscribed “Photo Rourke”

CONTRIBUTING PRINTERS - Listed below are three foreign printers whose names are found on historical B.C. postcards, but are not known to be publishers.  

BUEDINGEN ART PUBLISHING CO., Denver, Colorado; Circa 1902
HELIOTYPE CO., Boston, Mass.; Circa 1905
UNION PRINTING CO., Circa 1905
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